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Abstract

In recent decades, Italy has been affected by constant migratory flows of people, which have brought
substantial changes to the social, cultural and economic structure of the country.

There are, in fact, many second-generation immigrants on the national territory, who induce political
actors and institutions in charge of culture to develop programmes and build pathways to integration,
appropriate to their needs. First of all, within the category of "second generation immigrants" there are
numerous and heterogeneous individual experiences, whose common denominator is represented by the
migratory experience, often experienced only by their parents.

This young generation appears, therefore, as suspended between two cultures, the ancestral one, relative
to the homeland, and the dominant one, relative to the society of arrival. Numerous international studies
(Portes & Rumbaut, 2001; Sayad, 2002; Palmas, 2012) highlight the possible paths of integration of se-
cond generations within the host societies, in order to promote valid and profitable pathways to integra-
tion.

As far as Italy is concerned, the picture is, however, more complex, since the phenomenon is inextricably
linked to territorial variables of a different nature. Therefore, each region and small territorial entity has
peculiar characteristics that require an ad hoc analysis.

The proposed research aims to highlight the most important aspects of the integration pathways of second-
generation young immigrants in the Palermo area, striving to grasp the psychosocial dynamics of inclu-
sion and marginalization
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The non-negligible presence of second-
generation immigrants in Italy is closely
linked to a phase of stabilization of
immigration and establishes a substantial
change in the cultural, social and economic
structure of our country.

The phenomenon of increasing migration,
recorded in recent years in the Mediterranean
countries, is inevitably connected to the ever-
increasing occurrence of second generations,
which stand out in a multi-faceted socio-
cultural horizon.

The concept of second generations, in fact, is
very complex (Ambrosini, 2011; Molina,
2012 & Palmas, 2012) and does not lend itself
to a precise and clear-cut definition. Within
the category of ‘"second generation
immigrants" there are numerous and
heterogeneous individual experiences, whose
common denominator is represented by the
migratory experience, often experienced only
by their parents. Therefore, these types of
young people form an wunintentional
generation, which more than the others is
suspended between two different cultures, in
the balance between belonging and
extraneousness (Edel M. et al., 2017).

Most of the second-generation young people
were either born in Italy or arrived at an early
age, and partecipate actively in the social life
of the country, despite the stronger or weaker
ties with the homeland. Such a condition
inevitably implies some difficulties in the
process of integration, of a juridical,
bureaucratic, social and cultural nature. These
young people express different needs from
those of the "first generation" immigrants,
therefore different inclusion policies and
institutional practices are required, more
suited to their needs. Despite the commitment
of political and ministerial actors in order to
create equal opportunities in an intercultural
environment, many outstanding questions
still remain, which inevitably generate
inconveniences and difficulties.

First of all, emphasis must be placed on the
absence of adequate knowledge of the real
condition of minors of foreign origin, whose
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information are very often distorted by media
propaganda.

Therefore, for this purpose it is proposed a
careful reflection, with the primary purpose of
highlighting the hardships faced by this new
generation, examining the real possibilities of
integration and emancipation offered to them
by the social context of the host nation.

The  definition of  second-generation
immigrants has been the subject of numerous
reflections in the literary field (Ambrosini,
2010; Molina, 2012; Portes & Rumbaut,
2001). The concept denotes both children
born and raised in the receiving society, and
adolescents who were reunited with their
families after completing an extensive
socialization process in the country of origin.
Children of interracial couples, nomads and
unaccompained minors belong to the same
category. Moreover, the expression “second-
generation immigrants” is contradictory.
Sayad (2002: 382) duly emphasized the fact
that  speaking of "second-generation
immigrants" appears as a contradiction, since
they cannot be accused of choosing to
migrate, representing themselves as the final
phase of an already concluded process.
Maurizio Ambrosini, due to the difficulties in
arriving at a precise definition, speak of «a
typical example of the construction of a social
category». “The country to which we connect
them, they may have never seen it, or they
may have visited it only occasionally during
the holidays "(2011: 171).

Among many proposals, worthy of note is the
"graduated vision" of the second generation
proposed by Rumbaut. The scholar has
conceived a continuum on which to arrange
the different cases of second-generation
immigrants, segmenting the concept into
decimal numbers, in relation to the processes
of socialization undertaken and the ties with
the homeland:

» The 1.5 generation, refers to people who
arrive in another country after they have
received initial socialization and education in
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the country of origin, and then they complete
it in schools in the foreign country;

* 1.25 generation, refers to people who move
abroad between the ages of 13 and 17;

* 1.75 generation, refers to the people who
emigrated in their early childhood, age 0-5
(1997: 923-924).

However, it seems that the trait d’union is
represented by the migratory experience,
bearer of different cultural practices,
inherited, at a later time, by successive
generations.

The concept of assimilation is of considerable
importance in this context. The process is
seen as taking places in a multi-generational
immigrant population and its outcomes occur
as changes in the features of a group in order
to become similar to that of a native
population (Brubaker, 2001: 531-48). The
term assimilation has provoked criticisms and
reflections. Some American scholars, in fact,
have given rise to a debate on the concept,
trying to cleanse it from the alleged cultural
superiority, from which it arose. Brubaker
(ibidem) gives two meanings to the concept of
assimilation, one general, the other specific.
In the first meaning, attention is placed on the
process of assimilation, or on the process that
leads to becoming similar. The second
meaning is attributable to the final stage of the
process: the complete absorption of the
culture of the host society.

In this regard, Ambrosini states that «clearly,
this second meaning of the term is today
largely rejected. Even the first meaning,
however, the transitive version of "becoming
similar" appears problematic, since it seems
to involve measures of forced assimilation, or
at least programs that aim to assimilate people
even against their will "(2004: 23).

The innovative and noteworthy aspect of the
redefinition of the term proposed by the
American sociologist is to have considered
assimilation as an involuntary, collective,
heterogeneous process that must be pursued
by legislation at a socio-economic level.

! Portes (2001) identifies in the American economic
structure of the years after 1970 a substantial change
compared to the previous economy, that is a new econ-
omy characterized by an "hourglass" shape, a system
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Moreover, many scholars have offered
significant contributions on the various
possible processes of assimilation, through a
comparison of living conditions among
second-generation immigrants in different
eras and societies.

These studies showed a significant
deterioration of the conditions of the children
of more recent immigrants'. Portes and
Rumbaut (2001), in their study, in which they
have analysed the American society, they
have highlighted the existence of different
outcomes, whose extremes are the total
assimilation and, at the opposite pole, a
downward assimilation with  possible
ghettoization.

This theory gives rise to the concept of
selective assimilation, which consists of
scholastic success and the economic progress
of second-generation immigrants, favored by
maintaining links with the communities of
origin and distinct cultural codes.

Selective acculturation is the most successful
assimilation outcome, since it presupposes the
absorption of the traits of the dominant
culture, and the simultaneous maintenance of
traits of the ancestral culture.

In fact, on the integrative path there are
economic factors and also factors relating to
education, which refer to the two institutions
responsible for this task, school and family
(Lo Coco G. et al., 2015).

Family is the first institution encountered in
the process of integration. Within the family
nucleus, in the context of immigration,
ambivalent cultural traits are conveyed, which
derive from the maintenance of the traditional
cultural code and the desire to be integrated
into the host society.

The heterogeneous results of integration
demonstrate a rich and varied range of
attitudes towards the reference cultures. First
of all, it is necessary to observe the
persistence of certain conditions of fragility
that hinder complete integration into the
society of arrival.

that does not allow social mobility, where immigrant
workers accept the jobs that many U.S-born
workeforce are unwilling to take.
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These include the fragmentation of the
parental network or the fragmentation of the
neighborhood network, or the absence of
stable relationships within the community of
origin. The resulting isolation weakens the
educational role of the family institution,
decreeing a possible scholastic and social
failure in their children. In fact, it is not rare
that children of immigrant origin undertake a
rapid  acculturation  through  school
attendance, thus determining the reversal of
roles.

This phenomenon consists in the superior
level of assimilation of the children with
respect to their parents, such as to "become, in
certain aspects," the parents of their parents ",
those who take them to the doctor, in the
relationship with the public offices, in the
contacts with the scholastic institutions, etc. »
(Ambrosini, 2011: 184; Pellerone M. et al.,
2016). School is the second fundamental
institution in the mediation among cultures, a
place dedicated to the cultural formation of
individuals. This is, in many respects,
considered to be the possible springboard for
social advancement and for the integration
into the socio-economic fabric of the host
community.

The school performance is affected by various
factors, frequently connected to the family
environment and to the culture of origin
(Giunta S., & Verso G. L., 2012). Not
infrequently, in fact, the educational success
of the children depends on the ability and
determination of their parents in supporting
the school career. However, it is necessary
that the school systems of the receiving
societies show a certain openness towards the
students with different cultural and linguistic
backgrounds.  Schools  must  support
integration and support programs for pupils of
immigrant origin, in order to offer them equal
opportunities (Ambrosini, 2000).
Unfortunately, there are many cases,
especially in Europe, of school systems that
not support practises of inclusion.
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The cultural belonging, the recognition of
other people’s diversity, one's sense of
belonging and the consequent sense of
extraneousness to other cultures also
influence psychological processes related to
the creation of one's own identity (Pergola,
2011; Gervasi A.M. et al., 2017).

Pioneers in the elaboration of a theoretical
model on the importance of belonging to a
group in the construction of the self were the
psychologists Tajfel and Turner (1999), who
from the 1970s onwards, in different studies,
faced the problem of social identity |,
highlighting the salient aspects of the issue.
Social identity is the portion of an individual's
self-concept  derived from  perceived
membership in a relevant social group, with
particular emphasis given to the emotional
sphere. One of the recurring hallmarks in the
process of social identification is the concept
of race. This concept is complex, since it
implies a biological definition and, at the
same time, also involves the cultural sphere.
Due to the difficulties encountered in
identifying genetic and physical elements
characterizing certain groups, the concept has
gradually been replaced by the concept of
ethnicity. By ethnicity we mean a group of
individuals, more or less vast, which can be
characterized by common biological traits,
but its peculiarities are expressed through
cultural practices, namely language, customs,
religion and shared values.

In the young of immigrant origin, the process
of creating social identity is complicated by
the exposure to different culture influences
(Coppo, 1999). Adolescents often develop a
feeling of "tolerance" towards the dominant
culture in order to avoid identity conflicts.
Sometimes, instead, a "pragmatic" attitude
prevails, on the bases of which, they maintain
a traditionalist identity at home and they
conform to their peers in extra-family
environments (De Pasquale, 2012). Finally,
they can avoid the conflict with a "complex
coherence", which consists of selecting
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aspects of the two cultures depending on the
situation.

During the 20th century the contributions of
various psychologists and psychiatrists have
grown considerably, giving rise to a vast and
exhaustive literature. Among the most
important contributions we must mention the
study by Garza-Guerrero, who developed the
theory of  "culture shock" and
"transculturation stress" to describe reactions
to the psychological disorientation most
people experience when they move into a
culture markedly different from their own and
they have to become part of the new
community, learning their language and
lifestyles (1974: 408-429). This process of
integration into a different community cannot
be completed in a single generation, therefore
it is up to subsequent generations, which,
however, are affected by different issues
compared to the adults of the first generation,
because they live in a condition of “double
belonging and / or double ethnicity (Giunta,
S., Mannino G. & La Cascia C., 2018;
Formica et al., 2017).

Each nation has made available different
measures to deal with problems related to
psychopathologies that have arisen because of
the migratory processes. Tobie Nathan (1996)
suggests the need to modify the traditional
tools of psychoanalysis. In particular, the
scholar recommends the respect of the person
in its various aspects, using the patient's
language and taking into account their
spiritual values and their traditional practices.
Also in Italy a certain interest in ethnicity has
emerged in the psychiatric field.

Piero Coppo (1999), in fact, pays particular
attention to the possible discomforts and
disorders associated with the socio-cultural
context of reference, in order to draw up
diversified psychotherapeutic corse of
treatment suited to the various circumstances.
In particular, Coppo clarifies the importance
of culture within the psychiatric sphere, with
particular interest in the difference between
traditional and western medicine.

In this regard, the reflection of Sayad takes on
considerable importance, inviting us to
consider migrants as human beings, who
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beyond the phenomena of integration,
adaptation and assimilation, aspire only to
political and economic emancipation, in order
to be able to achieve better living conditions
(2002).

Italy boasts in its historical memory the
presence of two opposing phenomena, but in
many respects strictly connected, emigration
and immigration. Italian emigrants and
immigrants heading for Italy have certainly a
series of distinct characteristics, related to the
different historical period and to the different
modalities of the process, but some constants
remain in the phenomenon.

First of all, the migration process brings with
it pain and suffering, the feelings of
melancholy and nostalgia, the construction of
the myth of return, the integration into the
new community, the exclusion and the
cultural isolation and, finally, the negative
effects of labeling, stereotypes, and prejudice.
The migration flow in Italy began in the
1970s, coinciding with the restrictive policies
of Northern Europe, thus favoring
immigration to southern European countries.

The phenomenon of immigration in Italy has
seen a constant increase, and, although Italy is
frequently a region of passage towards new
destination, immigrants often settle in the
country permanently. Therefore numerous are
the "children of immigration", which also
show a remarkable growth over the most
recent years.

The integration within the Italian community
for this children of immigration is possible
only if supported and guaranteed by the
legislation.

Italy, like any other country in the
international community, has got extended
autonomy in identifying its own people, by
laying down conditions and ways to acquire
or lose the status civitatis (Morozzo della
Rocca, 2015: 365). Currently the modalities
of acquisition and loss of the right of
citizenship are established by the law 5
February 1992, n.91, which over the years has
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undergone modifications but in substance has
remain unchanged.

The legislative text confirms the centrality of
the iure sanguinis, that is the transmission of
the “iure sanguinis” citizenship by paternal
lineage. Citizenship iure soli, or by birth on
the Italian territory, is contemplated only in
extreme cases, when no new citizenship can
be recognized to the newborn.

Therefore, second-generation immigrants,
although born and raised in Italy, are not
recognized as Italian citizens. However, the
law considers other ways of acquiring the
status civitatis, of which the children of
immigrants can benefit from, although they
are asked for some fundamental prerequisites
(for example, having resided legally and
continously in Italy until they come of age).
Even today the granting of citizenship to
second-generation immigrants is at the center
of numerous political debates. The iure
sanguinis itself is also doubted by many. In
order to set up new methods of acquisition of
citizenship by second-generation immigrants
in Italy, a reform has been promoted in recent
years, which provides for two additional
methods of acquisition: ius soli temperato and
ius culturae. The reform, approved by the
Chamber of Deputies in 2015, it is now before
the Senate for examination®.

For more than three decades, Italy has been a
country of immigration with more than 5
million foreigners, with a regular residence
permit. However, even today it is very
difficult to provide a precise estimate of the
presence of second-generation immigrants in
Italy, since the category is very wide and
encompasses several cases. The impossibility
of providing a precise estimates of the extent

* The ius soli temperato provides for the acquisition of
citizenship is acquired by birth by he/she who is born
in the territory of the Republic, from foreign parents of
which at least one who has been granted permanent res-
idency or is in possession of a long-term residency per-
mit granted by the European Union.The second mode
of acquisition of citizenship is the ius culturae: Italian
citizenship is acquired by the minor foreigner either
born in Italy or who entered Italy within completing
his/her twelfth birthday, and who has regularly at-
tended, in accordance with current legislation, at least
5 years of regular instruction or participated in, within
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of the phenomenon is placed at the center of
the studies conducted by Queirolo Palmas,
who defines the data held by the second
generations in Italy «photographs perpetually
blurred, with many variations linked to the
territories, to the cities , to the nationality of
origin, to the genders, to school orders
"(Palmas, 2012: 60). The scholar, however,
believes that "this blurred image returns a
forward movement and a continuous
expansion of presences" (ibidem).

Despite the efforts made by individuals to
undertake pathways of assimilation and
integration, however, there are many
obstacles to the creation of a modern
intercultural society, which allows the
inclusion of subjects, harbingers of cultural
diversity, considering them a source of wealth
and not as a cause of "social distortion"
(Novara C. et al., 2018; Lo Coco G. et al.,
2018).

Integration presents itself above all as a
complex process, consisting of aspects that
vary in form and manner in relation to the
context in which it is realized. In particular,
the study of integration processes has led to
the awareness that these social processes "are
strongly characterized from a historical point
of view, which are achieved through the
continuous and constant activity of people,
who daily relate to each other" ( Gilardoni,
2008: 65). Various empirical researches
(Gilardoni 2008; ITAGEN 2°, 2008;
Casacchia O. et al.,, 2008; Palmas, 2012)
highlighted the persistence of different
outcomes in relation to different socio-
territorial contexts, albeit within a widespread
assimilation process.

the national territory, programs offered by an institu-
tion that is part of nationally approved professional
training, that has a duration of three or four years, in-
somuch as the program confers a professional qualifi-
cation. In the event that the course in question is that of
primary education, it is also necessary to complete this
course.

> ITAGEN 2 represents the first quantitative and na-
tional survey on the second generations in Italy. The
research was conducted by researchers from universi-
ties and research institutes, coordinated by the Depart-
ment of Statistical Sciences of the University of Padua.
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This condition of heterogeneity of the
phenomenon clarifies the need to analyze the
issue taking into account the data relating to
the territorial areas. Despite this, attempts to
provide information on the entire Italian
territory were not lacking. The first national
research on second generations (ITAGEN 2,
2005/2006) started with the aim of learning
about the integration processes of "foreign"
minors in Italy.

The research, in general, confirms that pupils
with non Italian citizenship are today a
structural component of Italian school, and
also confirms that in the last decade children
of immigrants are continuing to grow in
numbers. First of all, the investigation shows
a process of convergence, or assimilation, of
foreigners. In fact, a certain similarity was
found among young people of foreign origin
and native peers, especially those belonging
to the weaker social classes. This convergence
is documented not only in external attitudes
(habits, friendships with Italians, clothing),
but also in the most intimate value aspects
(religiosity, dreams for the future, work
expectations). There are, however, some
obstacles to their integration and inclusion in
the community, determined by widespread
hostility and closure towards foreigners.
Many italian young people, in fact, often
influenced by their cultural background and
by their parents’ biliefs, express a certain
mistrust ~ towards  immigrants, = which
frequently turns into attitudes of closure and
rejection of otherness. This is attributable to
the widespread idea, unfounded in many
respects, that high immigration causes a break
in the socio-economic structure of the
country, with the risk of distorting the social
structure (Mannino G. & Caronia., 2017).
The Italian school system is also being
examined by researchers, who noticed a
certain incongruity between the educational
programs proposed and the real needs of
learners of foreign origin. In general, the
Italian school system is not adeguate for the
training of young foreigners, because it
requires, as a fundamental prerequisite for
good scholastic achievement, a medium-high
level of education for the parents.
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Furthermore, considerable financial resources
are necessary to cover expenditure related to
the scholastic equipment and to support
individual learning. Therefore, the lack of
cultural resources and the scarce linguistic
abilities of the immigrant family -create
unfavorable conditions for educational
success. However, the phenomenon is
extremely varied and connected to a series of
variables of different nature, such that each
small territorial entity can present original and
divergent paths with respect to the territorial
area to which it belongs. Each region of Italy,
in fact, has peculiar characteristics regarding
the inclusion of immigrant communities in its
own social fabric, with consequent
heterogeneous results.

A particular significance is given to the
relative pathways of integration of students of
foreign origin in the city of Palermo. The
Sicilian capital, crossroads of countless
peoples and cultures for several centuries, has
been interested in constant migratory flows in
recent decades, which have contributed to an
irreversible socio-cultural transformation,
with obvious consequences also on the
economic structure of the city (Casacchia O.
et al., 2008).

Although aware of the existence of some
objective difficulties, the focus is mainly on
second-generation students who attend first-
level secondary schools, distributed within
the urban perimeter. The main goal of the
present investigation is the knowledge of a
complex and, in many respects, unknown
reality, which allows to establish a dialogue
between institutions and young learners of
foreign origin present within the city walls. In
particular, the specific goals of the
investigation can be summarized in this five
points:

1. Analysis of the family context, with
particular regard to the economic condition,
the cultural level and the parental
relationship;

Pag. | 25



IJPE 2019, vol. XI (1)

2. Knowledge of possible difficulties on the
part of the subjects involved concerning
linguistic competences and the educational
pathways;

3. Knowledge of individual aspirations:
training courses, professional goals and the
possible difficulties in the realization of
personal projects;

4. Analysis of the peculiar condition of
"second-generation immigrants" in relation to
the city and the neighborhood in which they
live;

5. Analysis of the emotional ties with the
country of origin and the social context of the
host society.

Therefore, in order to provide a clear picture
of the processes of assimilation and
integration involving the young generations
of immigrant origin, a questionnaire,
developed ad hoc, was proposed (Giunta S. &
Colantoni C., 2018), administered to a sample
of 56 students of foreign origin, attending
secondary school located in three different
areas of the city*. 59% of the participants are
female, aged between 10 and 15 years old.
The empirical data relating to the survey
provide a rather heterogeneous picture
regarding the origin and distribution within
the city walls. In fact, with reference to the
location of the three schools examined, there
is a tendency on the part of the immigrant
communities to prefer the city centre, to the
detriment of the peripheral ones.

As far as the origins are concerned, the most
widespread nationalities are Bengali and
Romanian, and a small part attributable to
other nationalities. These percentages do not
correspond to those provided by the survey
ITAGEN 2 (Casacchia O. et al.,, 2008)
relating to the southern regions of Sicily and
Calabria, where the most widespread
nationalities were those of North Africa
(Tunisian and Moroccan), Eastern European
and Sinhalese. We could therefore
hypothesize a mutation in the migratory
pathways that characterize the island, and the

* The proposed research is inspired by the method de-
veloped by the scholars Glaser and Strauss (2009), de-
fined as Grounded Theory, applied in various studies
pertinent to the psychological field (Cimagalli, 2003;
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city of Palermo, which over the years has
witnessed the drastic reduction of some ethnic
groups and, at the same time, the
establishment of new ones. However, it must
be emphasized that the question of
immigration does not lend itself, by its very
nature, to rigid classifications and general

categorization, because of its close
connection to variables of different nature at
an international level (Palmas, 2012;
Gilardoni, 2008).

The  family  background is  rather

homogeneous, since almost the entire sample
comes from families with low to medium-low
economic conditions, whose parents perform
unqualified and low-paid jobs. It finds full
confirmation in the ITAGEN 2 survey
(Casacchia O. et al., 2008) regarding the
southern regions of Italy. This survey also
underlines that this situation can determine
the occurrence of hostile attitudes within the
native community, which perceives the
foreigner as a threat to the already precarious
socio-economic balance (Casacchia O. et al.,
2008; Giunta, Lo Verso & Mannino, 2017;
Giunta, et al., 2018).

Moreover, most of the students involved
consider their economic status "neither rich
nor poor", and the remaining part consider
their economic status as “well-off” and only a
small percentage indicates a situation of
poverty. A diachronic analysis, carried out in
order to explain any evolutionary parables,
indicates a reduced improvement in family
finances with respect to the previous five
years, while the majority claims to maintain
an average status, neither rich nor poor. This
economic immobility over time is confirmed
by the national ITAGEN2 survey (Casacchia
O. et al., 2008), which indicates the southern
regions of Italy as territories with little
inclination towards the economic
improvement of immigrant families, in
opposition to the northern regions
(Lombardy, Veneto, Piedmont), where a

Corbetta, 1999; Del Corno, Lo Coco, 2018; Giorgi ,
Giunta, Coppola, Lo verso, 2017; Giunta, Lo Verso,
Mannino, 2017; Giunta, Lo verso, Mannino, 2018;
Kadzin, 2008).

Pag. | 26



IJPE 2019, vol. XI (1)

certain economic progress is observed
(ibidem).

A salient aspect for a good integration process
within the host society is the presence of an
extended parental networks. The absence of
such component can determine, as Ambrosini
states, a condition of isolation such as to
weaken the educational role of the family
institution, decreeing a widespread socio-
economic failure. The sample examined, in
this regard, shows in large part the occurrence
of standard and stable households (father,
mother, children), and only a small part
claims to live far from their brothers.

With regard to school performance, almost all
respondents say they do not encounter
difficulties with the Italian language, although
only a small part declares their use italian at
home. The use of the Italian language at home
is considered by many as an indicator of the
integration of the family in the social fabric of
the host society, and the absence of this ability
could lay the foundations for the isolation of
parents from the host community, with the
consequent acquisition by the children of a
higher level of assimilation with respect to
their parents (Ambrosini, 2011: 184).

The occurrence of a high percentage of
students who declare profitable training paths,
with a consequent satisfaction with the
scholastic work on the promotion of inclusive
paths, is also relevant. The data obtained
through research on a national scale, ITAGEN
2 (Casacchia O. et al., 2008) and MIUR
(Portale Unico dei Dati della Scuola, n.d.)
indicate, instead, a certain delay accumulated
by students of immigrant origin, especially of
sex masculine, data that are not confirmed by
the present investigation, offering us the
possibility to hypothesize a certain degree of
integration on the part of the subjects involved
within the city social fabric, or the fulfillment
of that natural osmotic process, which leads to
their progressive absorption in the Italian
population (Stefano Molina S., 2012).

An extremely significant datum is represented
by the widespread opinion in the most of the
interviewees of the absence of peculiarities
inherent to the condition of "immigrants",
claiming their belonging to the Italian
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community. Furthermore, a good part of the
interviewees declares to have built good
relationships with autochthonous mates in the
extra-curricular hours, without noticeable
gender variations (Mannino G. et al., 2017).
As regards the future projects of the second
generations under examination, a further goal
of the present investigation, the data seem to
confirm broadly the general trend resulting
from the previous national surveys (ITAGEN
2 and MIUR). In fact, most of the girls
interviewed state that they want to continue
their studies by enrolling in a high school,
followed in the same choice by a fairly high
percentage of boys. Technical-professional
institutes are a sought-after destination for
adolescents, while there are plenty of students
who show uncertainty about their future at
school. Likewise, most of the interviewees,
with a preponderance of women, state that
they want to go to university, while only a
small percentage is uncertain.

The tendency towards assimilation towards
the dominant culture is also confirmed by the
general aspiration, found in most of the
interviewees, for making a career in the
entertainment industry and the desire to lead
a worldlysort of life (Mannino G. & Faraci E.,
2017).

This convergence of styles between
immigrants and natives has been found in
other Italian urban contexts (Gilardoni, 2008),
confirming Molina's hypothesis (2012) on the
future "invisibility" of the second generations.
Furthermore, this general tendency towards
convergence between natives and
immigrants’ styles is confirmed by the fact
that a good part of the participants does not
indicate any obstacle to the realization of their
own destre. Morevover, most of the
interviewees do not consider their starting
economic condition and the difficulties faced
in the educational process as obstacles in the
process of personal affirmation.

However, it is necessary to highlight the
occurrence, albeit small, of different
positions, which focus attention on linguistic
and cultural inequalities.

From the same investigation results the poor
connection with the land of origin, to which
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most of the participants do not associate any
image, while for the rest of the participants the
appearance of their land of origin refers to
stereotyped images mainly constituted
through the stories told by their parents.
Nevertheless, most of the participants declare
to practice and participate in traditional
ceremonies, thus confirming a certain
continuity with ancestral cultural practices
(Pergola, 2010; Ambrosini, 2008).
Eventually, a certain convergence of styles
between "immigrants" and natives can also be
seen in the relationship with the city of
Palermo: a large part of the participants
believe it is necessary to move to more
prosperous cities, indicating, as a reason, the
limited possibilities of economic growth
(Mannino & Giunta, 2015). On the other
hand, different considerations can be
observed, albeit minimally, which lead to the
desire to remain in the same city or to an
uncertain and indefinite future.

In light of what has been stated so far, the pro-
posed empirical investigation shows a certain
degree of assimilation by young people of for-
eign origin with respect to local lifestyles, rec-
ognizable in some positions and considera-
tions in relation to the chosen research areas.
In particular, young people of immigrant
origin in Palermo are well integrated into the
urban social fabric, showing poor ties with the
land of origin, which, however, is present in

ISSN 2035-4630

filigree through the cultural practices to which
the families are still devoted. To this faded vi-
sion of the land of origin corresponds a certain
bond with the Sicilian city, where they started,
from a very early age, socialization and edu-
cational processes.

Within the examined sample, however, there
are plenty of opposing considerations, at-
tributable to a generic feeling of extraneous-
ness towards the city, often connected to the
dynamics of exclusion by the host society,
which tends to highlight ethnic and somatic
differences (Granieri A. et al., 2015). How-
ever, even those who have experienced some
difficulties related to the integration process
declare that they feel an integral part of the
Palermo community, considering themselves
to be extraneous to stereotypes of any kind.
Therefore, on the basis of the present investi-
gation it is possible to deduce that the young
people of immigrant origin present in the city
of Palermo are involved in processes of inte-
gration and productive assimilation, which
take place above all within school walls and
in the organization of free time.

Italians for culture and lifestyle, foreigners for
a fleeting patriotic feeling breathed in at
home, these young people constitute a sub-
stantial part of the modern social fabric of the
city, which presents itself to our eyes in an
eternal change, towards the constitution of an
intercultural generation (Colloca, 2012),
which includes young natives and immi-
grants, sharing the same position in a common
era.
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